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1. Why do States need a national space law?

2. What are the key elements to be considered in national space 

law?

3. Where can one find examples?

4. How can UNOOSA support New Space Actors?



 Fulfil Obligations under International Space Law

o consistency & predictability 

o practical regulatory system

 National Perspective

o national coordination 

o space economy, society, accessibility, diplomacy & national security

o regional and international cooperation

Why national space law and policy?



“Report of the Working Group on National Legislation Relevant to the Peaceful 
Exploration and Use of Outer Space on the work conducted under its multi-year 
workplan” from 3 April 2012 (A/AC.105/C.2/101): 

I. Scope of application

II. Authorization and licensing of activities of non-governmental entities

III. Continuing supervision of activities of non-governmental entities

IV. Registration

V. Liability and insurance

VI. Safety 

VII. Transfer of ownership

Elements to be considered in national space law



Annex of A/AC.105/C.2/101: National space legislation: regulative categories – set of 
elements for consideration by States in enacting national space legislation



Space Law for New Space Actors Project 
Objectives
The project allows UNOOSA to establish dedicated advisory service to assist 
emerging space faring nations on adopting a national space legislation and 
policy

The project aims to:

• In collaboration with requesting States, identify 
needs and deliver tailored advisory services.

• Raise global awareness levels of the fundamental 
principles of international space law.

• Support the universalization, adherence and 
implementation of the key components of normative 
framework.



Importance of fostering responsible 
national space activities

Awareness of, and adherence to,
international space law is becoming
more important than ever to
maintain sustainable environment
in space.



- National space law and policy to fulfil obligations under 
International (space) Law, to authorize and supervise non-
governmental entities conducting space activities 

- 7 key elements 

- Understanding of your current space policy and current outer 
space activities as well as potential futures

- Harmonizing other fields of national law for consistency

Space Law for New Space Actors Project supports Member 
States in all the above and more

Conclusions



Project Focal Point:
• Rosanna Hoffmann

Associate Programme Officer
Committee, Policy and Legal Affairs Section

https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/capacitybuilding/advisory
-services/index.html

Email: rosanna.hoffmann@un.org
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