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B EEFHEZMEMABEEES (COPUOS) FHEZHEH: (A/71/20,2016)

131. The Committee agreed that the preambular text, as described in para. 129 above,
and the text of the following draft guidelines, as reflected in A/AC.105/2016/CRP.17,
required further discussion:

(k) Guideline 20: Develop and implement criteria and procedures for the preparation
and conduct of space activities aimed at the active removal of space objects from orbit;

(m) Guideline 22: Develop criteria and procedures for the active removal of space
objects and, under exceptional circumstances, for the intentional destruction of space
objects, specifically as applied to non-registered objects;

195. The view was expressed that the Legal Subcommittee could work with the
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee to consider existing guidelines from different
sources relating to space debris in order to ensure their consistency and completeness.
The delegation expressing that view was also of the view that the development of the
Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines of the Committee into a legally binding instrument
or the development of guidelines for active space debris removal would be premature
at the current time because the technology was not at an advanced enough stage.
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B oKET MU 7ERREFAERY (ERFERZE. 2020561289H)
v America’s vital interests are increasingly at risk as China and Russia develop and field destructive
weapons to threaten U.S. and allied space capabilities. As | wrote in an op-ed published in the Wall

Street Journal last week, the intelligence is clear: China poses the greatest national security threat
to the United States.

Some examples:

e China is pursuing weapons capable of destroying our satellites up to geosynchronous Earth orbit,
where many critical space systems reside;

e China has also deployed a ground-based missile intended to target and destroy satellites in low
Earth orbit.

e Russia has a similar system in development that is likely to be operational in the next several years.
e Russia has also fielded a ground-based laser weapon, which could blind or damage our space-
based optical sensors.

v' Russia in particular has recently demonstrated provocative behavior creating a potentially
dangerous situation in space. Over the past year, the Russian government launched a satellite that
began actively maneuvering close to a U.S. government satellite. | want to make clear to members
of the Council, that we consider this threatening behavior, especially considering that the Russians
previously launched a very similar satellite that exhibited characteristics of a weapon when it
released a high-speed projectile. Space Force Chief General Raymond said it himself, “this is not the

behavior of a responsible space-faring nation.” In short, the threat to U.S. and allied space systems
continues to grow unabated.
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