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Removal of Space Debris and International
Environmental Law
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Space Debris and international Space Law
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Intersection of International Environmental Law (lEL) and
International Space Law in Tackling the Issues of Space

Deloris
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Applicability of International Environmental Law to the

space debris issues
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Environmental Norms of General International Law 1
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Environmental Norms of General International Law 2

» IRISIEEHIEER (B5LEJRE]) Preventive Principle

“The existence of the general obligation of States to

nsure that activities within their jurisdiction and
control respect the environment of other States or
of areas beyond national conftrol is now part of the
corpus of infernational law relating to the
environment.”
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Environmental Norms of General International Law 3

» SP5[REIl  Precautionary Principle or Approach

“In order to protect the environment, the
precautionary approach shall be widely applied by
States according to their capabilities. Where there
are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of
full scientific certainty shall not be used as a reason
for postponing cost-effective measures to prevent
environmental degradation.”
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Applicability of General International Environmental Law
to Space Activities
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Removal of Space Debris and the Preventive
Principle
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continuous nature of the obligation to prevent
environmental harm
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“This requirement ... stems from the assumption that
the obligation of due diligence , the core base of the
provisions intended o prevent significant
transboundary harm... is of continuous nature

affecting every stage related to the conduct of the
activity”
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An Obligation of Due Diligence in IEL

» [HHIDERE] £  SENRFEZRSIES

» [HIDEZ] IEOERDFFIE
s MERIRVADTDZERE  (—FBHRA)
- BB DRNR1ily - RiXDZ =
- EREDILE - $UT
+ FieHIFRIFDEN




RIEDEF(CHITDEEMHIERHD
FE (3)

Development of the Procedural Obligations in IEL
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“...once operations have started and, where

necessary, throughout the life of the project,
continuous monitoring of its effects on the
environment shall be undertaken.”
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Some Issues related to Application of the Preventive
Principle to Space Activities
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Concluding Remarks
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