FHEDRAERETOD IR
FHEMFEIASI =T+

IMF T —ED
(FERRFERFBHIR)

The “Commercial Space Law” project and the research community of space law
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The project is funded by Nomura Foundation, for the period of 2016 to 2020, under its
funding scheme for researches to explore the frintiers in finance and investment. Our
project is adnministered by the Space Law Center of Keio University.
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The members are: Souichirou Kozuka, Gakuhusin University; Prof. Setsuko Aoki, Keio
University; Ass. Prof. Manami Sasaoka, Yokohama National University; and Prof. Fumiko

Masuda, Okayama University. All of us take part in the policy making of space law in one
way or another.
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* Souichirou Kozuka, “Strict Liability and State Indemnification
under Japanese Law: The New Space Activities Act Compared

with the Scheme on Compensation for Nuclear Damages”
Zeitschrift fiir Japanisches Recht Vol.22, No.43, p.3 (2017)
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We have already published several articles on the commercial space law.
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We have also launched the publication of a series of essays in Kokusai Shoji Homu

(International Business Law Journal), once every two months.
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* 2018% “Fly to Space with New Japanese Space
Activities Act” at Deutsches Zentrum fur Luft- und

Raumfahrtrecht (DLR), Bonn (Manami Sasaoka & Fumiko
Masuda)

Furthermore, we have organised a few seminars and made a presentation at some
academic occasions.



o FAYMZEFHE 4 —(DLR)EBHO Legal
(FEEEEMET HERBEHEA) N HEE

o BRIMFEBEEI(ESA), TT/NR, KA UMRZE
FEHIXSHEORRELHE

.
\

2019/2/25 BEEBRFFEHEL ORI L2019 7

Among others, two of our members made presentations on the Japanese space law at a
seminar jointly held by DLR (German Aerospace Center) and BHO Legal, a German law
firm specialised in space law, last summer.



FHEGRENSRLFH(ED
RR)IE

THRDFHEDS AR ZEERHIZDINT
o R . TEFEEEEFRIGEIHES
< A
s (—1) EEEEEMEFDNDESE
s BRE—EDRREFEL, DEDEFIELE
- BENGE (FEEHE):
s FEHLEBRE. FERYI—INTYTHEZRE
s FHEBREGRE (BAFELE. TTIRR Y 93209)
s RE-RFROFEIFRFE
7 ALbl)BE1tE B
7 s |8, y2 El:é,:\iﬁ

FHb R TEL 2

B
n
J

To the eyes of people involved in space activities, the space law might appear remote.
For example, the series of essays in IBL, the product of our research, is read by the
commercial lawyers and legal department staffs of general corporations, including the
member companies of the Japanese Institute of International Business Law. Most of
them, however, have no direct engagement in space activities. On the other hand, the
engineers at space companies and space startups, space policy analysts, government
officials in space-related sections and students in space engineering may not have easy
access to the IBL journal.
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This slide is replicated from my presentation of last year. A law student in Hong Kong
approached me, having seen this slide. He apparently reads Japanese and asked me to
send the essays to him. How could | have done so, when the journal is only available in

print, not available in soft copies or even be purchased online. In fact, one has to
subscribe for twelve months to to purchase the journal!
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From the side of lawyers, the (commercial) space law is not an easy stuff. In major
subjects of law, such as the Civil Code, Commercial Code or procedure law, a lawyer
studies the text, court decisions and academic commentaries. Court decisions are
criticised by lawyers through case comments. On the other hand, most of the space law
are, after all, “regulations”. One has to know the text, implementing ordinances and
non-legal guidelines and other governmental instruments. Few court decisions are found,
as it is unlikely that a legal dispute is raised before a court. The implementation and
interpretation by the government is rarely criticised by academics. It is even difficult for
lawyers to know why (for which ground) a specific interpretation is adopted by the
government for implementing the regulation.
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The idiosyncrasy of space law is all the more evident, if compared with the general
international business law. For example, the international trade law is developed by the
WTQ’s Panel reports, in a manner similar to case law developments. The same can be
said of the European law, where the European Court of Justice develops European law
through its case adjudications, reviewing the domestic laws and regulations of Member
States. If such case law-type developments cannot be expected for space law, we need
to acknowledge the importance of comparative studies. The study of space law abroad
is not only useful as information on foreign space law, but also a material for critical
examination of the implementation and interpretation of space law in Japan.
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